APBA ANNUAL MEETING – Seattle, WA.

 OPC COMMISSION MEETING

January 23-24, 2020

Bill Called meeting to order. 
1. Roll Call 

Chairman


Bill Gohr

Commissioners

Chris Fairchild-P-in and out

James Chambers-A

Jeff Shepard-P

Jeff Titus- P

Dan Bunting-P

Ernie Dawe-P

Troy Nelson-A

Merv Bjork-P

Alan Tucker- A

Chris Hagerl-A

Dave Rosko-A

Mike White-P

Rick Adams-P

Dee Berghauer- P
                    ____9 Present  __5__ Absent
Bill appointed Sherron Winer to run the meeting.
Swear in Chair and commissioners

**Chairman will vote only to break a tie**

2. Introduce Commissioners and Guests

3. Old Business

A.  2019  Stats Review

	 
	Total Registered 
	 New
	 No Equip
	 Net
	Active 
	 Inactive

	OUTBOARD PERF CRAFT
	147
	7
	0
	147
	99
	48


	Class
	 
	Active
	New
	2019
	2018

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SST 120
	 
	21
	0
	13
	23

	SST 60
	 
	9
	1
	13
	9

	SST 200
	 
	5
	0
	8
	6

	SST 45
	 
	31
	0
	14
	25

	FORMULA 150
	 
	23
	2
	18
	9

	SPORT C
	 
	7
	0
	12
	28

	CHAMP
	 
	0
	0
	0
	1

	FORMULA 1
	 
	32
	0
	6
	6

	GT-1
	 
	7
	1
	8
	9

	MOD U
	 
	0
	0
	0
	4

	OPC Local Class
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TRI HULL
	 
	3
	0
	4
	4

	 
	 
	138
	4
	96
	124


B.   SST 45 School Program  

There is no current program
C.   Hall of Champions
1. Inductee Approval … SST 120/Lee Daniels   SST45/Mark Schmerbauch

Motion: __Merv___________ Second:______Chris__________

Pass: __x____ Fail:______
Note: OPC Will get 2 inductees next year per Ernie Dawe for the Hall. 
D.  Committee Report              Reports given by all committee chairmen

1.   Chief  Referee … Doug Rea

2.   Chief  Inspector … Ken Scoville
Inspectors test is up on the website. He is going to try to get a communication set up so all inspectors can communicate in one spot so all inspectors know what’s going on all over the country. 

3.   Safety Committee … Sam LaBanco
Doesn’t have much to report. Doesn’t receive much information so he doesn’t have much to talk about. Brings up the point of crash boxes being in the future for capsules. 

** Panels need to go to Sam in order for them to be certified**
4.   Engine Technical Committee … Jim Nerstrom

4. New Business   
A.   General Management

1.  Turn judges
Currently there is no definition 
Suggested change
At each event it’s is the responsibility of the race committee to provide at least one turn judge per turn.
a turn judge is defined as:
APBA member registered in the OPC category, 
Must be located on the course or within direct line of site of the turn,
Have direct communication with the judges stand,
Be 18 years of age or older
Cannot be used as a rescue boat.
(Drivers not racing the class on the water can be used as turn judges)
Rationale
It is almost impossible to make calls during the race from the judges stand with only one or two people watching the entire course. By providing turn judges whose sole responsibility is watching a turn, more correct calls can be made. Most incorrect or non-calls are a direct result of not having turn judges

Chris Hagerl
No motion due to there already being a rule in the General Safety Rules
General Safety Rule 2E 
2. RULE 10 • BUOYS-PENALTIES
1. Contestants who fail to turn a buoy may return immediately and circle to the left for a left-turn buoy, or the right for a right-turn buoy, inside the course, and pass the missed buoy on the proper side, keeping clear of the balance of the field in so doing. If contestant fails to return, he shall be penalized one lap.
2. Any boat which fouls a buoy (except if forced into it because of an overlap violation); forces another boat to foul a buoy or other obstruction; or violates in any other way the rules governing right of way, shall be penalized one (1) lap. The Referee may, with or without a protest, before the awarding of prizes, penalize any boat which has committed a breach of these rules.
3. A buoy that has become fouled, or a float that has been attached for the purpose of finding the rope, shall not be considered a buoy. Any float less than 12” in size shall not be considered a buoy and contestants shall not be required to pass the float on the proper side.
4. It is recommended that a second buoy be attached to a float when possible.
Suggested change
Add
Fouled buoys should be considered a legal course marker until the leader of the race disregards the fouled buoy.

Motion: _____Jeff Titus____     Second: ____Bill Gohr____

Pass ___x__  Fail_____

Unanimously

Rationale
Often, due to lack of supervision, competitors will round the fouled buoy for a few laps; however, competitors will “cut” the buoy to gain advantage. If the leader defines the course it would be logical to make this the point at which to stop using a fouled buoy.
Penalties
We currently have rules that cover penalties, buoys, restart, going to the trailer, and overlap. There have been a number of situations where a driver committed multiple penalties but only received the starting position of least advantage. 
The rules should state starting position of least advantage or 1-lap penalty.
And/or all penalties be enforced at the end of the event. 

Chris Hagerl
Motion to discuss: __Jeff Shepard__  Second:__Dan Bunting___

Rule 7-Restart 2A – Add: Least advantage starting position and/or 1 lap penalty.

If a race is stopped, any boat that goes on a trailer will be required to line up at the end, or whichever is the least advantageous starting position. Refueling, adjustments and minor repairs are permitted in the water. See Rule 3, General Rules paragraph 4. 
Motion: Jeff Shepard  Second: Ernie Dawe 

Pass:__ x_ Fail:____

Motion Passes 5 to 4. Bill Gohr Broke Tie 

B .       Safety Rules and Proposals       
1.    OPC Rookie driver Safety Rule 

A Driver that has never competed in an OPC category race will be considered a Rookie.  Also, if a Driver has never competed in the OPC class he is registering in, he will also be designated a Rookie in that class. The new driver will be given an oral examination by the Referee or Race Committee of the race he or she attends.

The OPC Commission and Chairman must be notified and agree to a Driver being relieved of his or her Rookie status.

All Rookies will display a large “X” or “R” in bright contrasting color covering the entire rear of their motor cover. Preferably bright orange and in an appropriately visible stroke.

All rookie Drivers will follow Rookie guidelines for the period of one calendar year (from the first date of competition as a Rookie) in the same class or until the OPC Commission has relieved them of their Rookie status. At that point a Rookie will receive written proof that he has been approved as a Veteran driver and it will be his or her responsibility to provide that at future races. If a Rookie does not appear to have achieved the skills of a Veteran driver after his initial probational period, it is up to the OPC Commission to decide whether or not to reinstate him as a Rookie, or extend his probation time.

Rookies will start at the end of the dock in all heats, including finals. If in a moving start of any kind, the Rookie will maintain a position at the rear of the pack.

Multiple Rookies will line up at the end of the dock in their respective order as determined by the Race Committee of the day. 

Rookie Drivers will maintain a line 3 to 4 lanes off of any turn buoy and provide clear right of way to any overtaking boats. Rookies are only allowed to pass another boat on the outside.

The Chief Referee may start Rookies on a separate flag at his discretion.

This rule does not apply to UIM or CBF members or any duly qualified and or licensed driver.

Bill Gohr
Motion to discuss: __Jeff Shepard__   Second: ___Bill Gohr____

Pass:____ Fail:_____ - Request to table motion 

Motion to table : Merv  Bjork  Second: Jeff Shepard 

Pass:_x__ Fail: ___

5 -3 

Committee to discuss: Jeff Shepard , Bill Gohr, Jeff Titus, Merv Bjork, Rick Adams- Chairman is Bill Gohr
2.     OPC Safety Rule 1    Requested by Jeff Titus   

a.
Novice drivers must, for the entire one-year period of probation for the 12 months following their first event in that class, tape or paint a 2” wide orange stripe X on the rear of the motor cowling and on the top of the motor cowling on the boat in which they are competing. The stripe X must extend from the top of the cowling to the bottom and must be visible to other drivers while the boat is on the racecourse. Novice drivers must be given an oral examination by the referee or race committee. Novice drivers must show knowledge of course racing rules to the satisfaction of the referee, before being allowed to enter a race. The following procedure will be followed by all novice drivers for their first event in the class group in which they are competing. If the start is a pace boat, clock or any other form of moving start other than LeMans, the novice driver shall drive in a position at the rear of the “pack”, while being observed by the referee and course officials. If the start is LeMans, the novice driver shall start at the position giving least advantage to the first turn regardless of any prior qualifying and must be delayed approximately two seconds at the start so as not to approach the first turn with the “pack.” During the course of the race the novice driver must always pass all boats on the outside and give adequate room to be overtaken on the inside by all faster boats. If he is not cleared for “open competition” at the end of the race the referee and race committee shall not sign his temporary license  inform him that he is not cleared for open competition and he will be required to run additional races in the same manner until the referee and race committee clears him. by signing his temporary license. This rule is not to restrict or disqualify any UlM or CBF members or any other duly qualified and licensed driver. A referee report will be sent to the OPC chairman on the status of the rookie/s driver for the event. 
Reason .. update and edit present rule.  The items crossed thru will be removed and the highlighted in yellow will be added.
Motion to discuss: Jeff Titus.  Second: Jeff Shepard 

Pass: __x__ Fail:____

Motion to accept rule as presented by committee approval

Motion: Jeff Titus.  Second: Dee Berghauer 

Pass:_x_  Fail ___

Unanimously
   3. 

*** Please note:   APBA Board Meeting held 12/17/2019  … it was announced that the Gallet Helmet is not an approved helmet for APBA competition.  

President Fairchild presented the results of an email vote taken by the Board in June.  There were several issues from the Safety Committee:

a.
Allow the use of the MSA Gallet Helmet for use in Capsule boats.  Results of the Board vote were 1 in favor, 6 against, and 2 non-votes

b.
Allow the use of helmets that do not require Snell Ratings.  Results of the Board vote were 0 in favor, 7 against, and 2 non-votes.

c.
Allow any color lifejacket for use in Capsule boats.  Results of the Board vote were 4 in favor, 3 against, and 2 non-votes.

d.
Allow any color helmet for use in Capsule boats.  Results of the Board vote were 2 in favor, 5 against, and 2 non-votes.
Chris Fairchild discussed what the board decided with the group.
4. Rule for riding on a moving boat

Decision was made to wait until the General Racing Rules have a rule put in place. 
5. Rule 14. 
All OPC capsules manufactured after March 1, 1997 must stop the composite lay-up and install a composite lay-up load deflecting bulkhead at a point not to extend past the sponsons with the fiberglass tips off.
Suggested change 
All OPC capsules must stop the composite lay-up and install a composite lay-up load deflecting bulkhead at a point not to extend past the sponsons with the fiberglass tips off.
Rational
From a safety standpoint all boats need to be required to be modified to ensure safety

Chris Hagerl
Sam LaBanco and Tom Stanley think it’s a bad idea. If not done properly would make the cell even worse. Fail to Motion

Motion to move series & championship to end of agenda tomorrow January 24: Dan Bunting  Second: Merv Bjork

Pass – One Abstention

B.  Series Requests:  

1. Major        

           Request for NGK to be a major series for Formula 1 and Tri-hull 

 

Motion: Jeff Titus    Second: Jeff Shepard



Pass:__x__.  Fail:_____



Unanimously            

Motion to remove two week advanced notice to be considered a major series at the national meeting. To be submitted by the end of the meeting. 

Motion: Jeff Titus.  Second: Dee Berghauer

Pass:__x__ Fail:___

One abstention: Dan Bunting has a conflict of interest
Request for SST45 for Powerboat Nationals to be considered a Major Series. Will follow rules for APBA SST45 and will APBA Sanctioned.

Motion: Jeff Titus   Second: Bill Gohr

Pass:__x__ Fail: ___

One abstention- Dan Bunting due to conflict of interest 
2. Minor 
No requests 
C. Championship Requests:   

** All Championship bids submitted to the OPC Commission for consideration and subsequently accepted must include a nonrefundable deposit.  The deposit must be paid at the time of acceptance. 

Per Rule 14. Championships, par. 7.

**  At the end of Championship requests, all checks must be given to the Category Chairman before we move to any new Agenda items.   

 Note:    

1. Nationals Championship Bids    
MPCA to hold Nationals in Minneapolis with all OPC classes

Motion: Jeff Titus. Second: Bill Gohr

Pass:__x__ Fail:___ 

1 abstention, 1 vote withheld 
2. World Championship Bids 

No Bids 
3. North American Championship Bids
Bay City  Tri-hull with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Dee Berghauer   Second: Jeff Titus

Pass:_x__  Fail:___

Unanimously

Bay City  SST45 with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Dee Berghauer Second: Mike White

Pass:__x__  Fail: ___

Unanimously

Algora, IN Formula 1 with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Dee Berghauer   Second: Jeff Shepard

Pass:__x__. Fail:___
Unanimously

New Martinsville for Formula 150 with Powerboat Superleague

Motion: Dee Berghauer  Second: Merv Bjork

Pass:__x__  Fail:____

Unanimously

4. Divisionals:

a. East ( Regions 1,3,4,5 )

Pittsburgh – SST45 with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Dee Berghauer  Second: Dan Bunting

Pass:_x__  Fail:​​___

Unanimously
b. Central ( Regions 6,7,8 )       

Springfield OH- SST45 with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Dan Bunting   Second: Jeff Shepard

Pass:_x__   Fail:___

Unanimously
c. West (Regions 9,10)
5. Regionals
                                    SST5 Region 6 Angola IN with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Jeff Titus.  Second: Ernie Dawe

Pass:__x__ Fail:___
Unanimously

SST45 Region 8 Port Neches with NGK/SPORT

Motion: Jeff Titus   Second: Ernie Dawe

Pass:__x__  Fail:___
 

E. General Racing Rules: 
No Discussion
 F.  National Classes:
  Stock Classes

A. Sport C
No Changes
             Super Stock Classes
A.  SST  45

B.  SST 60

1. To be presented by Aaron Wachholz :   Remove part # of SST60 engine cylinder head from engine specification sheet .  Add new note 14 … Cylinder head pockets must remain as cast.  

Please see attached notes for Aaron’s request 
Motion by Jeff Titus that Chairman contacts Greg Jacobsen to find out if there are parts available. If not a problem, then send to engine tech (Nordstrom) to confirm to add paragraph/Specs into rules. 

Second: Merv Bjork

 Pass: __X__  Fail:____

Unanimously 
C. SST 120

D. SST 200

Requesting change to rule 20 3.D. SST200 Technical Standards.

To add Formula 1 Engine, which consists of three variations as known:

Formula 1 Mercury 2.5l Carb

Formula 1 Mercury SST120

Formula 1 Mercury SST200

Reason: This will help out promoting the SST200 class around country and allowing Formula 1 motors a place to run outside of Formula 1 races, and also be more competitive in which the motors were developed to compete with the Opti.
Motion: Merv Bjork   Second: Dan Bunting 

Merv Motioned to withdraw motion, Second: Dan 

Pass:__X___ Fail:____

Unanimously

Remove Mod U technical standards from rule book and by February 6, 2020 Bill Gohr will submit new Technical standards under the Mod U name for commission’s approval. 

Motion: Jeff Titus   Second: Jeff Shepard 

Pass:_x___  Fail: _____

Unanimous
Requesting change to rule 20 6.A.
To add Formula 1 Technical Standards as written by John Schubert.

Reason: Will have OPC source.

Thank You

Merv Bjork

Altered Classes
A.   Mod U

B.  GT 1

Formula Classes

A.   Formula 150
 National Limited Classes      *** If no contract with SPORT and the APBA Board of Directors, then National Limited classes should be removed from the OPC Rule Book ***

A. Formula 1

B. Formula Tri-Hull

Sportsman Classes:

A.  Mini  GT

B.  GT PRO

C.  VP75

 Please see attached sheet for Aaron’s rule change request

Per the full group’s request (Aaron’s word) we are implementing the requested specifications. 
              D.   Super Sport
Motion to adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9:30 

Motion: Jeff Titus.    Second: Merv Bjork

Passed Unanimously 

Day 2: Still have a quorum to vote 

 G. Technical Issues:
   

Discussed licensed capsule builders. 

Discussed having builders reregister samples 

Safety Rule 9B. Add to the end: The manufacturers must reregister every ten years or if they make modifications to the original layup schedule. 

Motion: Dee Berghauer   Second: Jeff Titus 

Pass: _x___ Fail:____

unanimously

H .  Motor Manufacturer Report:    
Chris Fairchild updated about Mercury status.
I.    Hall of Champions:        

 Criteria is staying the same.
 J.   Category Awards:

Randy Tilton: Kevin McCollough 

OPC Achievement Award: Tim Seebold and John Schubert 
K.     Facebook discussion:

Motion to Adjourn

Motion: Jeff Shepard. Second: Ernie Dawe
 NOTES:
   Dee requested Schedule of all OPC races
14

